Book I.    gas, it assumes a fine red colour.    This change is con*
Division I.   sider^d  bv chemists  as  a characteristic  property of

acids*

Absorbed        4. If a little water be let up into a jar filled with this
by water.            ^ whole ^ disappears in an instant; the mercury

ascends, fills the jar, and pushes .the water to the
very top. The reason of this is, that there exists a
strong affinity between muriatic acid gas and water ;
and whenever they come in contact, they combine and
form a liquid; or, which is the same thing, the water
absorbs the gas. Hence the necessity of making expe-
riments with this gas over mercury. In the water cis^
tern not a particle of gas would be procured. Nay,
the; water of the trough would rush into the retort and
fill it completely. It is this affinity between muriatic
acid gas and water which occasions the white smoke
tkat appears when the gas is mixed with common air*
It absorbs the vapour of water which always exists
in common air. The solution of muriatic acid gas in
water is usually denominated simply muriatic acid by
diemists.

In this state it appears to have been known to the
alchyrnists ; but Glauber. was the first who extracted it
from common salt by means of sulphuric acid. It was
first called spirit of salt, afterwards marine acid, and
BOW, pretty generally, muriatic acid*'. It is prepared
for commercial purposes, by mixing together one part
of common salt snd seven or eight parts of clay, and
distilling the mixture 5 or by distilling the usual pro-
portion of common salt and sulphuric acid, and re-*

From muria*